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1 Additional tables and �gures

Table 1 Estimating θ̃ for each country in each year

Country Year Estimate Standard Error

Benin 1992 -1.357822 .0552952
Benin 2002 -1.430456 .0672103
Benin 2013 -1.5607 .0950492
Cameroon 1976 -1.069 .0733561
Cameroon 1987 -1.091219 .0716346
Cameroon 2005 -1.165362 .0720341
Mali 1998 -1.282255 .0534792
Mali 2009 -1.316857 .0442214

Notes: This table shows the estimated elasticity of migration with
respect to travel time at the country-year level, that is of estimating
the migration gravity equation separately for each sample.

Figure 1 Main results controlling for expected market access

Notes: This �gure shows the robustness of the main result to controlling for expected market access. This
procedure is described in detail in the main text.
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Figure 2 Mechanisms

Notes: This �gure reports kernel density estimates of the distribution across locations of the model-implied percentage
change in opportunity due to road building since 1970 under alternative equilibrium closures. The \Direct" curve
isolates the partial-equilibrium e�ect of changes in migration costs only, obtained by shutting down endogenous

migration and trade responses (setting Ĥi = 1 and \TMAi = 1). The \Endogenous labour supply" curve allows

endogenous migration responses but holds trade �xed (setting \TMAi = 1), and therefore adds the labour-supply
channel to the direct e�ect. The \Endogenous labour Supply and labour Demand" curve corresponds to the model
with both migration and trade endogenized. The \Sum of Endogenous E�ects" curve plots the net general-equilibrium
adjustment. All e�ects are expressed in percent; positive values indicate an increase in opportunity. Each location is
weighted equally.
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Figure 3 Benin Counterfactual Decomposition

(a) Overall (b) Direct (c) Labor Supply

(d) Labor Demand (e) LS-LD interaction (f) GE effect

Notes:
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